
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 July, 2022

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – George Peto (Chair), Ruth Appleby, Mark Goddard, Joanne Nichols and Gemma Cook
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers, Rev Clare Maxim (until 20:05), Susan Chapman, Stephen Riddell

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Shone
2. Declarations of interest – Cllr Cook items 9h & 9k. 
3. Minutes of the last meeting – The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a 

true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend.
5. Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters:  Both Revd Maxim and Mr Riddell introduced 
themselves. Revd Maxim advised she is covering nine churches over some 333 sq miles and that she can be 
contacted via either email or on 01434 220019 
5. Matters arising
a) item 6a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The Clerk provided a 
summary of the Community Drop-in Event held at the Gun Inn, Ridsdale, on 16 June. He also advised that the 
2022-23 grant from Vattenfall should be received later in July. 
b) item 6b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Chair and Clerk provided a summary of the meeting with Neil 
Snowdon and Peter Thompson (both NCC) regarding the area opposite the B6320 junction. In addition to the 
work to provide greater access for pedestrians there is a proposal from NCC to narrow the road and place 
planters to prevent parking that would make it easier for traffic accessing the junctions either side of East 
Otterburn Farm. The Chair advised NCC were challenged to also introduce features to prevent the current 
parking difficulties moving to another part of the village. It was expected NCC would provide an update on the 
options by end of August.
c) item 6c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk advised that the Steering Group meeting scheduled for 
15 June was cancelled. He also reported that the work on the signage at both Percy’s Cross and Otterburn Mill
would start week commencing 11 July. It was also reported that Bruce Wilkinson (Project Manager) would be 
meeting the land owner of the area alongside the Otterburn Trail parallel to the Le Petit Château for options to 
have necessary improvements made.
d) item 6e: Local Otterburn directory map  :   The Clerk advised he was attempting to obtain quotes for the 
construction of the plinth of the proposed map.
e) item 6g: Picnic benches, Electric power supply, bug hotel and wild flower meadow in the Millennium Green: 
It was reported that the new recycled plastic benches were in place and thanks were expressed to Mr 
Hartshorne and Mr Bloomer for assembling them. Cllr Goddard provided an update following meeting with 
Northern Powergrid for an electric supply to the area and that he would progress to obtain a quote. The Chair 
provided a report on the chosen bug hotel and expected timescale for building and putting in place in the 
Millennium Green. The Clerk provided an update regarding the options for a wild-flower garden following an 
email from Jen Care of Revitalising Redesdale. There was agreement to meet at the Millennium Green before 
the next meeting to assess location of the wild-flower meadow area.
f) item 6h: Cycle fixing station: It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Cllr Shone for a quote before any 
further action was taken. If a station was installed it was agreed it would be on the piece of land just outside 
the walled public toilet area. 
g) item 6j: Traffic calming stripes at Otterburn School  :   The Clerk advised NCC had agreed to resurface the 
whole area to eliminate the vibration and noise caused by the stripes.
h) item 6k: Pavement parking at the junction of Brierley Gardens: There was agreement on the content of the 
letter to be sent in respect of the tractor parked on the pavement.
i) item 9d: Land at top of Bankfoot: The Clerk advised the NCC Enforcement Officer was due to visit the area 
shortly.
j) item 9e: Silhouette soldiers / 3D Police speed notices  :   Cllr Appleby advised she should have a quote for the 
silhouette soldiers by the next meeting. It was agreed to discuss the matter then.
k) item 9f: Local Transport Programme 2023-24: There was agreement to resubmit the two requests from last 
year i.e. safety aspects at the bridge near Otterburn Mill and safety features along the road from the Willow 
Green junction.

6. Finance
a) Finance update: The Clerk advised that the current bank balance was £12,151.51 following receipt of the 
Revitalising Redesdale grant funds of £1,661.58 for the Millennium Green.
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b) Clerk’s salary and expenses for June, 2022: The payment of £317.07 & expenses £4.00 were agreed.
c) Payment of invoices for grass cutting to C. Mowatt Landscaping Ltd: The payments of £129.60 and £237.60 
(both inclusive of VAT) were agreed.
d) Payment of invoice to J. Hartshorne for repair to the bus shelter noticeboard: The invoice for £94.56 was 
agreed.
e) Payment of the invoice to JRB Enterprise for dog waste bags  :   The payment of £109.10 (+ VAT) was agreed.
f) Payment of invoice to Play Safety Ltd for Play Area inspection: The invoice for £91.00 (+ VAT) was agreed.

7. Planning
a) There were no planning application to consider this month. 

8. New Business
a) Time capsule in the Millennium Green: The Chair provided details of this proposal from the school. It was 
agreed to spend £40.00 for the time capsule to donate to the school.
b) Hedge cutting between play area and Willow Green: The quote from Mr Mowatt had been shared with the 
Councillors by email and agreed. The work had been carried out.
c) Percy’s Cross maintenance: Following discussion it was agreed to strim the grass where the seating was 
but hang-fire of the other tasks until spring 2023 in readiness for next summer.
d) Otterburn school – The Chair reported on the details he was able to share following conversation with 
Audrey Kingham (NCC) about reports from the Otterburn school.
e) Otterburn public toilets –  These had been closed for a while due to a leak. It was reported that they should 
be subject to a deep cleanse and some work on them to improve the look of the building.
f) Play Area inspection summary: The Clerk provided details of the aspects identified in the report all of which 
were low risk. There was agreement on the tasks that required attention and the Clerk was asked to approach 
Mr Hartshorne
g) NCC Climate Change Toolkit: There was discussion on the toolkit and its findings. It was agreed a greater 
assistance was required on an improved local bus service. Additionally there was a request for the bus 
timetable to be added to the noticeboard.
h) Otterburn Hall Estate trees and footpaths: The Clerk provided a report following conversation with with Rob 
Mayhew (NNPA) who with Dan Brown (Forestry Commission) visited the site to assess the compliance of the 
tree felling licence. It was highlighted that Mr Brown believed the conditions of the licence were being adhered 
to. However some remaining trees it was believed are at risk of a strong northerly wind and a further felling 
licence may be requested to remove those at risk. Mr Mayhew advised that more appropriate signage about 
footpaths was required and that NNPA were still seeking a Woodland Management Report for the planting in 
the area that is being thinned.  On a different topic the Clerk advised he had been in touch with the NCC 
Enforcement Officer as well as the Hall selling agents to request that the building was made safe to prevent 
intruders. 
i) Maintenance of public seating: It was agreed that the seat near Snaiths as well as the one at the entrance to 
Percy’s Cross both required a further coat and it was further agreed that any other seat requiring attention 
should be treated. 
j) County Council salt depot: There was a request that NCC tidies up the salt depot including the removal of 
the temporary fencing.
k) Advertising boards at Snaiths junction: It was highlighted that the boards were not in a very good condition 
and required some attention. It was agreed to approach the businesses in question.
l) Possible new woodland creation, Old Town Farm: Following discussion there was agreement with the 
proposals for the new woodland. The Chair highlighted the close proximity to Silver Nutwell and it was 
questioned whether this would have an impact.
m) Community   First Responder   – There was discussion regarding the lack of First Responders within 
Redesdale and possibilities for someone to carry out the role.

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) The Chair expressed thanks to both Cllrs Nichols and Cook for their work in helping with the arrangements 
of the Jubilee celebration events.
b) Following a conversation with the County Dog Welfare Officer it was highlighted that if people felt 
intimidated and / or scared passing the dogs at the corner of A696 and the road to the RTC then they should 
call 101 to report the incident.  

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 30 August, 2022 at Otterburn Memorial Hall.
Meeting closed at 9.35pm.
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